Hints for using WireLace™ 

There are many ways to use WireLace™.  Please keep in mind as with any material there are limitations.  We guarantee the condition of the piece to be intact when we ship it to you but we cannot guarantee that you will not tear or break the WireLace™ during your design work.

· To thread through beads, roll tip tightly and dab a tiny bit of GS hypo-cement on the tip just to keep the ends together.  As with any bead, hole sizes can vary so if you can't get the WireLace™ through a bead hole then try a larger bead!  Typically 6mm WireLace™ will go through most 8mm Swarovski crystal beads.  6mm beads MAY work.  4mm beads almost NEVER will work, unless the bead has a larger than normal hole.  If threading through glass or handmade beads be sure to ream out the bead with a bead reamer to remove any rough edges that may snag or tear the WireLace™.

· Use WireLace™ like ribbon in its original form or if you want to expand it to create lacy waves (not 1mm) and hang a bead on it, you will need to support it in some way - either by adding another strand of ribbon, organza etc or threading a string or wire in it to support the weight of the bead.  Examples of things you could use to support the WireLace™ would be non-stretchy illusion cord, stringing wire such as Beadalon, SoftFlex, Acculon, etc.

· Use care in stretching WireLace™ into shapes as it cannot be stretched indefinitely.  6mm  WireLace™ (which is approximately ¼" wide) can be stretched AT MOST to approximately ¾” wide.  We recommend that it be stretched no wider than e” to be safe.  20mm WireLace™ (which is approximately ¾” wide) can be stretched to 1½ - 2".  Overstretching will permanently damage WireLace™.  We, as sellers of WireLace™ cannot take responsibility for any user’s overstretching of the product.  So stretch it a little bit at a time ~ take your time ~ and measure!  If a wider look is desired, consider using wider WireLace™. (not 1mm)

· Insert beads inside the tube by stringing the beads on wire or thread and gently pulling them through the tube with a large metal yarn needle or similar (about 1½" [or longer] with blunt end and large eye hole). (not 1mm)

· We do not recommend "stuffing" WireLace™ as it may not hold the beads in and can herniate the WireLace™ causing a tear or the beads to fall out.

· Thread a cord or wire through the middle and attach Swarovski® crystal beads to it. (Not 1mm)

Please note:  1mm WireLace is not tubular and cannot be manipulated into shapes.

Using the WireLace™ Clamshell End Pieces and matching Lobster Clasp ~ now with rings attached!

In European quality nickel-free Gold, Silver and Copper plated!

Depending on how you have used the WireLace™, you will need to tie it off with cord or wire (and your “wire” can be a headpin or eyepin that you trim as needed or even a good size crimp.)  For extra security, use an adhesive inside the finishing piece of your WireLace™ ~ the manufacturer recommends a small amount of 2-part epoxy.  The clamshell can then be carefully closed using just your fingers and you can attach your preferred clasp to the rings.

For another type of ending ~ try our WireLace™ Bell End caps!

Common sense and experimentation are the key to discovering your own personal design style with this unique material!

